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INSTITUTIONAL FACT SUMMARY
The Sternberg Museum is an autonomous department and
budgetary unit of Fort Hays State University.
The latter is a
fully-accredited, state-supported, regional, liberal arts
university.
Enrollment at the university is approximately 5,000
students.
The mission of the Sternberg Museum is twofold:
to support
the academic programs of Fort Hays State University and to
communicate knowledge to the diverse audience of the museum.
In
support of its mission, the Sternberg Museum is committed to · the
following:
to collect, properly preserve, curate, and conserve
objects and specimens to serve as the focus for other functions;
to provide interpretive exhibits and educational programs for the
enrichment of both the academic community and the general public;
to facilitate research; to employ the collections as a unique
teaching resource; to provide technical training for students who
wish to pursue careers in museums; and to provide service and
expert information to the public.
The Sternberg Museum currently houses more than 3,000,000
specimens and artifacts in its five main collections (Archaeology
and Ethnology, Earth Sciences, History, Natural History, and
Paleontology).
The best and most informative of these specimens
are exhibited in four exhibition halls (two of which pertain to
the humanities) and a foyer.
Additionally, the museum has a
Temporary Exhibit Gallery in which traveling exhibitions
(frequently having to do with western history or Native American
culture) leased from other institutions are displayed.
The permanent and temporary exhibits of the museum have
become an important tourist attraction.
In 1988, the museum was
visited by more than 20,000 persons from 48 states and 21 foreign
countries.
Likewise, the exhibits are used by numerous
university classes. Moreover, "satellite" exhibits and "video
tours are being prepared for loan to schools located too far
away to bring classes to the museum.
The most popular
educational programs are guided tours, " twilight tours" (for
tourists), and periodic evening lectures.
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The museum has two full-time employees (an Exhibit
Preparator/Conservator and an Educator), three half-time
employees (Director, Chief Curator, and Secretary/Registrar), and
numerous student assistants and volunteers.
The Director
receives community input from both an Advisory Board (12
community leaders) and a Museum Association (approximately 100
members).
The Director is responsible to one of the university's
Vice Presidents, who reports directly to the President.
There is no fee (although contributions are accepted) for
admission to the current museum facility, which consists of the
first floor (12,000 square feet) of a university building.
The
museum has participated in MAP I, has received eight IMS GOS
grants, and has received one IMS Conservation grant.
2

CHALLENGE GRANT BUDGET
Building acquisition

$675,000*

Endowment (from NEH)

225,000**

TOTAL GRANT FUNDS (NEH plus Match)

$900,000

*Represents humanities portion of building to be received by Fort
Hays State University and used as a new Sternberg Museum.
**Endowment funds to be spent in consultation, renovation, and
exhibit construction.
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affiliated opened its doors in 1902.

The new a c ademic

institution accepted those collections as gifts and, in the years
following 1902, the collections grew to several hundred
specimens.
Three e v ents in 1926 prompted transformation of the various
collections into what has become an outstanding museum.

First,

the museum was officially recognized as a department of the
college.

Second, the museum was provided space in a building

shared with the college library.

Third, and most importantly,

the President of the college convinced an internationally-known
paleontologist by the name of George F. Sternberg to accept
responsibility for development and curation of the museum.

When

Sternberg arrived on campus, in 1927, he began collecting and
preparing fossils and developing exhibits.

Largely through his

efforts, some of the most complete and unique fossils reptiles
and fishes to be found in any museum in the world were obtained.
Likewise, impressive collections of historical materials
(including an especially valuable photographic collection
documenting exploration and settlement of the Great Plains ) ,
archaeological artifacts (pertaining largely to Native American
tribes of the Great Plains and Southwest), and ethnologi c a l
materials of various kinds (from around the world) were
developed, and the best of these materials were put on exhibit.
By the early 1960s, the museum consisted of hundreds of
thousands of specimens and had outgrown the facilities it shared
with the college library.

In 1970, the library moved to a new

building and the museum, known by that time as the Sternberg
Memorial Museum, expanded to occupy space vacated by the library.
6

essentially no educational programs to accompany its exhibits.
In that year, the museum was visited by only 2,000 persons.
Since that time, the museum has become a much more important
tourist attraction.

The museum was visited in 1989 (the most

recent year for which data have been tabulated) by more than
20,000 persons from 48 states and 21 foreign countries.
Moreover, the permanent exhibits and traveling exhibitions of the
museums now are used by dozens of classes at the university.

In

an attempt to reach an even larger audience, "satellite" exhibits
now are being constructed for loan to schools and for exhibit in
libraries and businesses throughout the region.

The most popular

educational programs of the museum currently include guided
tours, "twilight tours" (whereby a city bus picks up tourists at
motels and brings them to the museum), periodic evening lectures,
workshops for teachers, and various other activities for both
school children and adults.
The collections of the Sternberg Museum are used extensively
in research by students and faculty at Fort Hays State University
and by persons from other museums and universities.

Each year,

scholars and students from dozens of institutions visit the
museum to study materials or correspond with museum curators to
request loans of specimens.

This research results in numerous

scholarly, technical, and non-technical publications and has
earned the Sternberg Museum the reputation as a center of
excellence that belies the relatively small size of the
university with which it is affiliated.
Several undergraduate and graduate students are employed
each semester to assist with collection, cataloging, curation,
8

responsibility of the Director.

The Director reports to the Vice

President for Institutional Advancement, who is responsible
directly to the President of the university.
Input from the community and region is provided to the
museum by an Advisory Board.

The Advisory Board presently

consists of two public school teachers, one public school
administrator, the Dean of the Graduate School at Fort Hays State
University (who is an historian), three local business leaders, a
physician, an attorney, the Superintendent of a state historical
museum, the Mayor of the city of Hays, and the immediate past
President of Fort Hays State University.
Present Facilities of Sternberg Museum

The Sternberg Museum has occupied the ground floor of a
building shared with the College of Business since 1970.

At that

time the museum consisted of excellent but static exhibits and
lacked public programs.

Consequently, no one seriously imagined

that the museum would become the tourist attraction and
university support facility that it is today.

Growth of museum

collections has necessitated use of temporary storage facilities
in other campus buildings.

Likewise, promotion of tourism and

development of exhibits and public programs by the museum has
taxed the ability of Fort Hays State University to provide
adequate space, parking, funding, and staff.
The space presently available for use by the Sternberg
Museum presently totals approximately 12,000 square feet.
Exhibit space is divided as follows:

Hall of Paleontology, 2318

sq. ft.; Hall of Natural History, 2318 sq. ft.; geological
e x hibits (in foyer), 630 sq. ft.; Temporary Exhibition Gallery,
10

building to be donated to the university (a tax-exempt
organization) for use by the Sternberg Memorial Museum, Chrysler
Credit Corporation thereby cutting its losses and disposing of a
structure with a growing tax liability.

The proposal was

approved.
Before the building could be accepted by the state of
Kansas, it was inspected by architects and engineers to ensure
I

that it satisfied state building code requirements.

Afterwards,

the university submitted a proposal to the Kansas Board of
Regents to recommend to the Kansas legislature that the gift of
the building be approved.

A second proposal called for the

additional support staff and funding that would be necessary in a
greatly expanded Sternberg Museum.

The proposal to accept the

building was approved by the Board of Regents, and the next
session of the Kansas legislature will act on the request for
additional support staff and funding.
Several legal matters remain to be resolved before the
building becomes the property of Fort Hays State University.

We

assume that the formal transfer of property will take place in
the next few months.
The building in question actually consists of two connected
parts, one a unique dome-style structure made of pre-stressed
concrete supported by steel beams and the other a more
traditional structure made of pre-cast concrete.

Floor space

available in the building for use by the Sternberg Museum is in
excess of 88,000 square feet.

All areas of the combined facility

are accessible to the handicapped.

12

This will enable improvements in the educational effectiveness of
exhibits, will help control audience flow, and will facilitate
incorporation of innovative exhibit techniques.

We tentatively

plan to use the dome for exhibits and· the attached structure for
collection storage, visitor services, security, conservation,
exhibit construction, classrooms, library, curatorial offices,
and administration.
With respect to the humanities, the theme of the new
Sternberg Museum will be the history and archaeology of
inhabitants of the central Great Plains .

More specifically,

exhibits will focus on the various impacts of Native Americans,
explorers, the military, immigrant settlers, and ethnic groups on
the environment, culture, and values of current inhabitants of
the region.

We will address the relationship that existed

between Paleoindians and their environment and will pay
particular attention to the complex roles played by the women of
Native American tribes and by women settlers (old stocks,
immigrant, and ethnic) in the region.

Likewise, the military and

exploration roles of African - Americans (the so-called "Buffalo
Soldiers") and the history of the Hispanic bull wagon drives from
Hays will be portrayed by means of the museum's extensive
photographic collection.

Settlement of the region, largely by

immigrants from eastern Europe (especially Volga Germans and
Bohemians) but also by immigrants from England, Scotland, and
Germany (including both Protestants and Catholics), had profound
environmental effects as ranching and agriculture replaced the
hunter-gatherer mode of survival.

This will be documented, as

14

Finally, the new Sternberg Museum will cooperate with the
Kansas State Historical Society and especially with the Kansas
Museum of History in establishing a network whereby assistance is
provided to small historical museums throughout Kansas.

This

assistance will focus on problems relating to curation and
conservation of historical documents and photographic collections
but also can involve presentation of lectures and educational
programs for cooperating museums.
Expert consultation and careful planning are needed to
ensure that the new Sternberg Museum facility lives up to these
expectations.

Structural engineering data are needed to document

that the carrying capacity of the floors in the structure are
adequate and safe for the purposes to which they will be put.
Conservation specialists should inspect the structure carefully
before renovation (and probably again after renovation) to ensure
that the design of the building will satisfy all requirements for
safety of collections.

An architect who is familiar with the

special needs and problems of museums must incorporate this
information plus input from exhibit specialists into workable
floor plans that will minimize visitor congestion in the exhibit
galleries and facilitate development of exhibits having maximal
educational impact.

This is especially important for historical

and archaeological exhibits, for which existing displays are of
the "Here it is!" variety and lack educational themes.

Because

the staff of the museum and the facilities planning personnel of
the university lack the expertise to perform these critical
functions, it is imperative that qualified consultants be
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from its present level (approximately 20,000) to at least
150,000.

Moreover, the improved museum facilities will be

attractive to businesses considering Hays, Kansas, as a location
for expansion.
The improved museum facilities will play extremely important
roles in classes at Fort Hays State University and will serve as
an aid in attracting talented students to the university to study
in the disciplines represented in the museum.

Cooperative

ventures with area schools and workshops for teachers, using the
improved museum facilities, will help upgrade the educational
systems of the entire region.

Finally, programs for staff

members at smaller regional museums will help them to upgrade
their resources and services.
~

Challenge Grant from NEH

We hereby request an endowment challenge grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities in the amount of $225,000.
Non-federal matching funds will be in the form of a portion of
the building that is being donated to the university for use as a
new Sternberg Museum.

In the museum's present facilities, the

space allocated to the humanities represents approximately 15% of
the total space available.

If we assume that the same will be

true in the new building, then we can reasonable apply 15% of the
value of the building as a match to an NEH grant.

Fifteen

percent of the value of the building is approximately $675,000.
The resulting endowment will be drawn upon initially to
contract consultants and exhibit design specialists.

The first

round of consultation will be with at least the following:

18

Dr.

Fund Raising Information

The proposed project is part of a $20 million capital
campaign for Fort Hays State University that began in April of
1991.

Goals for the capital campaign are as follows:
1) academic enhancements ($1 million);
2) new facility for Sternberg Museum ($6.5 million);
3) new Alumni-Endowment Center ($1.6 million);
4) renovation of the football field, track, and stadium

($2.5 million);
5) development of International Programs ($1 million);
6) an endowment for the Performing Arts Center ($1.4
million);
7) endowed scholarships and loan funds ($4 million);
8) continued computerization of campus ($2 million).
The capital campaign's goal for the Sternberg Museum ($6.5
million) includes the value of the building donated to the
university ($4.5 million) plus $2 million to cover part of the
costs of renovating the building as a museum and installing
exhibits.
Unrestricted gifts received for the capital campaign will be
allocated to the nine campaign goals based on greatest need as
determined by the campaign steering committee.

Funds allocated

to one goal will not be shifted to another goal in response to
receipt of major contributions (such as a challenge grant from
the National Endowment for the Humanities).
The timetable for the capital campaign encompasses three
years.

A case statement for the campaign was developed earlier

this year, and lead gifts totaling $12 million of the $20 million
20

CURRENT OPERATING BUDGET
The following budget is that approved by the university
administration after the university budget was authorized by the
Governor and legislature of Kansas.

It does not include revenues

(e.g., admissions income, membership fees, or profits from museum
gift shop sales).

Likewise, it does not include pending grants

or anticipated contributions.

Finally, it does not include

parent organization support (e.g., supplemental student labor
funds or computer services) or the value of non-cash
contributions (e.g., volunteer labor or contributed advertising).
These kinds of budgetary cannot be budgeted in advance but
readily can be incorporated into reviews of past budgets (as in
the Financial Summary Sheet, page 3).

SALARIES

. $126,300

STUDENT LABOR.

8,000

*OTHER OPERATING EXPENSES .

9,700

*''Other operating expenses" include communications,
telephone, freight and express, printing and duplicating,
rents, repairing and servicing, travel and subsistence (instate), computing services, professional fees, other
contractual services, maintenance and construction
materials, vehicle parts and accessories, professional and
scientific supplies, office supplies, research supplies,
other supplies and materials, equipment, computers and
software, books, telecommunications, out-of-state travel,
and other expenses.
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Staff of Sternberg Museum
Dr. J. R . Choate, Director
Ph.D., University of Kansas
Dr. R. J. Zakrzewski, Chief Curator
Ph.D., University of Michigan
Mr. Jay Burns, Museum Educator
M.S., Fort Hays State University
Mr. Greg Walters, Preparator/Conservator
M.S., University of Iowa
Mrs. Gwenne Cash, Secretary/Registrar
Certificates in Commercial Art and Office Administration

24

FINANCIAL SUMMARY SHEET
Year Before
rnRRENT

Last Year

This Year (Est. )

OPERATING INCOME:

Contributed
Trustees/Individuals
Groups
Corporations
Private Foundations
Local/State Government
Federal {Other than NEH)
NEH Progrrun Support
Other
Investment
Interest
Dividends
Endowment
Other
Earned
Ad.missions/Fees
Sales and Subscriptions
Memberships
Sales of Capital Assets
Other
TOTAL OPERATING INCOME:
CURRENT OPERATING EXPENDITURES:
Ad.ministration
Programs
Maintenance and Operations
Other
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENDITURES:
EXCESS (DEFICIT) FOR YEAR:

144,299
17,570
0
0

2,657
0
0
0
144,470
49,811
0
0

2,500
0
0
0
144 , 000
40,000
0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0

0

0

0

788
11,879
1,085
0
0

69 1
14,953
0
0

650
17 ,000
4,000
0
0

$177,116

$216,169

$208 , 150

30,000
88,500
58,616
0

31,000
108,085
77,084
0

32,000
104,075
72,075
0

$179,833

$211,976

$220,150

1,495
0
0
0

3,910

(2,717)*

4,193

0

(12,000) *

*[Endowment funds spent on special projects create the impression of a
"deficit."]
CURRENT FUND BALANCES:

24,817

32,023

20,023

HUMANITIES EXPENDITURES:

29,805**

35,605**

36,772**

**[Humanities expenditures are estimated at 15% of total expenditures.]
ENDOWMENT:

"Current Fund Balance" (above) is endowment. The Museum previously
did not receive the yield from invested endowment funds.

OTHER ASSETS:

None
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PROPOSAL NARRATIVE
I n s t i tuti o na l Af filiati on o f St ernberg Museum

The Sternberg Museum is a department of Fort Hays State
University, which was established in 1902 as the Western Branch
of the Kansas Normal School of Emporia.

In 1914 it became an

autonomous institution named the Fort Hays Ka nsas State Normal
School, and in 1923 it was renamed the Kansas State Teachers
Coll e ge of Hays .

The mission of the college soon expanded to

include areas other than teacher preparation, and in 1931 the
name of the institution became Fort Hays Kansas State College.
Continued diversification of the mission of the college led to
its becoming Fort Hays State University in 1977.
As a multi-faceted, regional institution, Fort Hays State
University provides services to citizens of western Kansas other
than just those directly associated with undergraduate and
graduate education.

It has numerous departments , offices, and

programs that contribute to the economic development and general
well-being of business, industry, finance, government, and
culture in the region in which it is located .

The Sternberg

Museum is one of the university's most successful departme n ts in
this respect.

As such , the university and its museum play an

increasingly important role in improving t h e q uality of life in
western Kansas.
His tory of Sternberg Mu seum

The collections that would become the Sternberg Museum began
as private holdin g s of fossils , rocks, curios, historical and
archaeological items , and mounted animals that were in existence
even before the academic institution with which the museum is
5

Subsequent decades were marked by tremendous growth of the
museum's collections, overall improvements in both exhibits and
programs, increased use of the museum as a resource for school
classes, and recognition of the museum as an important tourist
attraction.

The educational services of the museum (achieved

through exhibits, public programs, and publications) became one
of the most visible public outreach arms of the university, and
the support services of the museum (accomplished largely, but not
exclusively, through the use of collections and exhibits as a
resource for teaching and research) qualified the museum as a
specialized and extremely valuable university library containing
objects and data rather than books.
Today, the collections of the Sternberg Museum number
approximately 3,000,000 specimens.

The past emphasis on

paleontology resulted in the paleontological collections being
the largest and best known in the museum, but other areas,
especially history, are very well represented.

Few university

museums, and exceedingly few at institutions the size of Fort
Hays State University, have collections as large or as well
respected as those of the Sternberg Museum.

As such, the

collections of the Sternberg Museum are an invaluable scholarly
resource as well as a source of pride to the university, the
community, and the state.
Present Status of Sternberg Museum

Before 1970, the Sternberg Museum was poorly known except to
scholars, academicians, and citizens of western Kansas.

The

museum did little to promote visitation by tourists and had
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conservation, and administration of the collections of the
museum.

Those students are introduced to a broad spectrum of

museum functions and technologies, and many of them decide to
pursue careers associated with museums.

As a result, former Fort

Hays State University students now hold various positions with
museums located in Arizona, California, Canada, Kansas,
Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, Ohio, Texas, and Virginia.
With respect to the humanities, the Sternberg Museum has a
cooperative program with the Department of History at Fort Hays
State University.

The program includes an internship program,

directed by Dr. Ann Liston (Ph.D. in History, Ohio State
University), that provides opportunities for history majors to
work with historical materials and displays in the museum and,
thereby, to gain experience relating to museum-based historical
education.

Examples of earlier participants in the museum's

internship program are Mr. Tom Pfannenstiel (formerly Director of
the Agricultural Hall of Fame, Bonner Springs, Kansas; presently
Director of the Saline County Historical Society), Mr. Terry Farr
(Curator of the John Brown House, an historical site belonging to
the Kansas State Historical Society), and Mr. Robert Wilhelm
(Superintendent of Historic Fort Hays, an frontier military fort
maintained by the Kansas State Historical Society).
Governance of Sternberg Museum

The governing authority for the Sternberg Museum is the
administration of Fort Hays State University, which answers to
the Kansas Board of Regents, the members of which are appointed
by the Governor.

Administrative functions of the museum are the

9

525 sq. ft.; Hall of Archaeology and Ethnology, 756 sq. ft.; Hall
of History, 1025 sq. ft.

The Museum Gift Shop (which doubles as

a Visitor Information Center) occupies 140 sq. ft., and various
support services (administration, lib~ary, exhibit preparation,
art 1 and computers) occupy approximately 900 sq. ft.

The

remainder is used as storage space for collections and as rest
rooms and other visitor areas.
The facilities presently occupied by the Sternberg Museum
are filled beyond capacity.

Moreover, they are located on a

flood plain and are not air-conditioned.

Accordingly, the

university administration began (in the late 1980s) to consider
how best to provide improved facilities.

This proposal is an

outgrowth of that process.
The Project: New Facilities, Exhibits, and Programs

In autumn of 1990, negotiations were initiated between Fort
Hays State University and the Chrysler Corporation regarding a
building in Hays, Kansas, that was owned by a subsidiary of
Chrysler.

The building was constructed in 1983-84 for use as a

sports club and athletic facility, but the original owner
declared bankruptcy in 1987.

Therefore, the building reverted to

the lending institution, Chrysler Credit Corporation.

A second

attempt to develop a successful business in the building also
failed when the businessman who attempted to purchase the
building could not arrange adequate financing.

Since that time,

the facility has been vacant except for a tenant who leased
office space in a small part of the building.
recently moved out.

The tenant

The university proposal called for the

11

The dome has two levels, the upper of which contains
approximately 26,000 square feet and has an arched ceiling four
and one-half stories high.

It originally was used for indoor

tennis and racquetball courts.

The lower level contains about

32,000 square feet and originally housed a bowling alley and
lockers.

The other portion of the building has three levels and

contains about 30,000 square feet of floor space.

The second and

third floors of this portion were intended as office space,
whereas the first floor contained a swimming pool and a
restaurant.
This extraordinary building provides a unique opportunity to
transform the Sternberg Museum into a truly world-class
educational facility and tourist attraction.

As an educational

facility, it is located just three miles from the main campus and
is sufficiently large to satisfy the exhibit, storage, and
education space needs of the Sternberg Museum well into the
Twenty-first Century.

As a tourist attraction, it is located

immediately adjacent to Interstate-70 between two exit ramps and
is visible from the highway .

Abundant parking (approximately 4.5

acres) is available for the projected heavy automobile and school
bus traffic.
Other attributes of the building include the fact that it is
situated above the flood plain and is completely air-conditioned,
thus ensuring the preservation and safety of museum specimens and
qualifying the museum to lease high-security exhibitions from the
Smithsonian and other institutions that employ Smithsonian
security standards.

The building's large, open spaces and high

ceilings will allow increased flexibility in exhibit design.
13

will the subsequent history of the "mining" of petroleum and
water resources and the eventual environmental consequences for
the region.

All exhibits will tell a story, concluding with a

review of the region's potentially hazardous dependency on
rapidly depleting natural resources.

We know of no other museum

in which the humanities area has adopted this focus.
The additional space will enable the museum to expand its
mission and improve the educational programs it provides.

The

interpretive tours and special programs for school classes will
be expanded, but a new emphasis will be placed on " taking the
museum into elementary and secondary . schoolstt at distances too
great to bring classes to the museum.

This will be done in

several ways, beginning with educational videos for loan to
teachers.

Also available for loan to teachers, we will have

educational packets (most consisting of photographs, maps, and
documents) relating to topics stressed in the museum.

One of

these, for example, will explain how patterns of settlement,
agricultural development, and irrigation led to the demise of the
cattle industry in short-grass regions of the Great Plains.
Gradually, we will develop interactive video classrooms.

The

latter will require only that schools have access to facilities
that are part of a growing fiber optics network in Kansas.

Using

the interactive video capabilities of the fiber optics network,
it will be possible for interactive educational programs
pertaining to pre-arranged topics to be staged in the Sternberg
Museum and go out to schools (or other museums) throughout the
network.

Such programs will be an effective vehicle for historic

celebrations such as Cinco de Mayo.
15

employed long before renovation of the building as a museum
begins .

We propose to use endowment funds for this purpose.

Subsequent renovation of the building as a museum will cost
well in excess of $2 million.

This figure is based on cost

projections for exhibit space ($250-400/square foot) received
from other museums that recently have been constructed or
renovated and the following additional estimates from the
Director of Facilities Planning for Fort Hays State University:
$25/square foot for offices and related areas; $28/square foot
for museum visitor space; $40/square foot for an auditorium;
$500,000 for a planetarium; $280,000 for a high-density storage
system.

Without detailed architectural drawings, we cannot yet

provide precise cost estimates.

Until exhibit consultants

complete their task, we have no way of estimating the actual cost
of construction of exhibits.

We propose to use endowment funds

to cover the costs of renovation of the building and construction
of exhibits.
Expected I mpact of the Project

The building and the new exhibits, including those in the
humanities area summarizing the history and cultures of the
central Great Plains, will transform the Sternberg Museum from an
excellent university facility into a truly world-class museum
that will better serve the university while becoming the
principal tourist attraction along I-70 between Kansas City and
Denver.

The latter will have an enormous economic impact on the

economy of the city, region, and state, estimated by the Fort
Hays State University College of Business at approximately $37
million per year if annual visitation of the museum increases
17

Raymond Powers, Historian and Director of the Kansas State
Historical Society; Robert Ketchesien, Director of the Kansas
Museum of History; Jennie Chinn, Educational Director for
Folklore and Minorities at the Kansas Museum of History; Dr.
Virgil Dean, Historian and Editor of Kansas History:~ Journal of
the Central Plains; Dr. Tom Witty, Archaeologist at the Kansas
State Historical Society; Dr. James Forsythe, Historian and Dean
of The Graduate School at Fort Hays State University; Mr . Robert
Wilhelm, Superintendent of Historic Fort Hays.

Subsequent rounds

of consultation will be based on input from these individuals.
Endowment funds also will be used for building renovation
and exhibit construction.

Additional funds for these purposes

will be sought from a select list of foundations and trusts in
Kansas and elsewhere.

Assistance from at least one other federal

agency (the National Science Foundation) will be sought to
facilitate development of selected science exhibits and to
purchase and install high-density collection storage equipment.
General operating and conservation support from the Institute of
Museum Services will be sought to ensure that conservation
standards in the new facility are the best possible.

Finally,

contributions fr o m individuals will supplement state funding for
development of new exhibits and programs.

After renovation and

exhibit construction is complete, we expect the new Sternberg
Museum to be able to support itself financially by means of
admission fees, membership revenues, and various kinds of fund
raising activities.
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goal were announced in April of 1991.

Solicitation of gifts and

deferred gifts will continue until April of 1994.
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LIST OF BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF
Members of FHS Museums Advisory Board

Class of 1992:
Mrs. Tanya Channell
Principal of a magnet elementary school in Hays, Kansas
Mrs. Darlene Gilchrist
Realtor affiliated with Coldwell Banker in Hay s, Kansas
Mr. Larry Knowles
Certified Financial Planner in Hays, Kansas, associated with
Investment Management and Research, Inc.
Dr. Daniel Rupp
Mayor of the city of Hays, Kansas, and Professor of Economics and
Finance at Fort Hays State University

Class of 1993
Dr. William J. Halling
Physician (retired) in Hays, Kansas
Mr. Joe Jeter
Attorney and partner in law firm of Jeter

&

Moran i n Hays , Kansas

Dr. G. W. Tomanek
Former President of Fort Hays State Unive r sity (retired )
Mr. Bob Wilhelm
Superintendent of Historic Fort Hays in Hays, Kansas

Class of 1994
Mr. Ernest Brown
High School Teacher in WaKeeney, Kansas
Mrs. Donna Cooper
High School Teacher in Hays, Kansas
Dr. James Forsythe
Dean of The Graduate School, Fort Hay s State University
Mr. Jerry Green
Petroleum geologist in Hays, Kansas
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ATTACHMENTS
Copies of the formal proposal will include the following
attachments:
1)

A complete (as opposed to a"n abbreviated) resume of the
project director (if needed).

2)

Financial statements for Fort Hays State University for
the years 1989 amd 1990. These statements represent
the university's portion of the overall audited
financial statements for the Kansas Regents' System of
Universities.

3)

A copy of the Internal Revenue Service determination
letter establishing the nonprofit status of the Fort
Hays State University Endowment Association.
Such
letters do not exist for the Sternberg Museum or its
parent institution, Fort Hays State University, because
the latter is a tax exempt unit of state government.

4)

A photograph or artist's rendering of the new Sternberg
Museum building.

5)

A preliminary floorplan for the renovated building.
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